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Introduction

• Problem 
– Increasing difficulty 

controlling Brome 
– Reduces yield and quality 
– Harvest difficulties– Harvest difficulties

• Solution 
– Advisers perspective
– Integrated approach
– Based on best practice and 

ideas seen on farm.



Historical weed control

• Traditionally more mixed cereal and grass 
rotations.

• Plough annually
• Herbicides• Herbicides

More active ingredients available
Didn’t they used to work better?



Why isn’t it working?

• Reduction in available herbicides 
• Farming practice
• Climate changes
• Herbicide resistance• Herbicide resistance
• Greater opportunity for weed seed spread



So what is IPM?

Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) is a sustainable approach to 
managing pests by combining 
biological, cultural, physical and 
chemical tools in a way that 
minimises economic, health and 
environmental risks. IPM 

• Sustainable use directive

• To be demonstrated on farm

environmental risks. IPM 
emphasises the growth of a 
healthy crop with the least possible 
disruption to agricultural 
ecosystems and encourages 
natural pest control mechanisms.

• Available at:
ecommerce.nfuonline.com/ipm-plan



IPM Guidance

• DAERA guide

• Available online:

www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/integrated-pest-ma nagement-guidance



The IPM Approach



Prevention

• Prevention easier and more effective than 
cure

• Be vigilant

Consider Brome
1.Entry onto farm
2.Spread around farm
3.Spread into next year’s crop



Monitor

• Step 1 - Walk crops & map

• Step 2 - Identify Types 
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• Identifying types helps decide 
control strategy to implement.   



Set Thresholds

• For best results adopt Zero Tolerance 
approach

• Threshold helps decide control strategy 



Act Early – Cultural Control 

• Step 3 Cultural Control
Hand-rogue
Mechanical weeding 



Act Early – Cultural Control 

• Areas to watch out for
– Field margins
– Obstacles 
– Ploughing – in’s & out’s 

• Destroy heavy 
infestations
– Mulch
– Spray off crop
– Alternative harvest 

options



Post harvest management

• Step 4 Stale Seedbed
– Cultivate according to type
– Glyphosate pre-drilling
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Use Rotation

• Step 5 Rotation considerations
– Crop choice
– Delay drilling 
– Spring cropping– Spring cropping
– Grass leys 



Chemical Control

• Step 6 Herbicide
– Product choice
– Timing 
– Quality of application

• Step 7 Monitor results
– What works, what doesn’t?
– Is resistance an issue?



The IPM Approach
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Whole Farm Approach

Summary
• Consider source of the problem

– Field Margin management
– Seed, straw, manure, machinery

• Seek advice
• Tailor solution to suit your farm
• IPM - it’s nothing new

– New terminology
– Mix of new and tried & trusted techniques.

• Good PR opportunity



Thank You Thank You Thank You Thank You 


