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Integrating Greening and  

Agri-environment into an arable business 

The Allerton Project 
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LODDINGTON 1992-2015 

What we do !! 

The rationale for Greening and Agri-environment 

• Pressing environmental challenges from farming activities 

 

• A move towards a justification of ‘public money for public goods’ 

 

• Not just in Pillar 2, but ‘Greening’ in Pillar 1, emphasises the 

environmental ‘incentive’ within the income support pillar.  
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Practical Options 

1. Use less productive land for Agri-environment 

Source : P Jarvis MSc …study of winter wheat 
headland and mid-field yields 

2. Habitats that help arable crops 
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 3. Using Agi-environment to buffer water courses 

 4. Capital Works 
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5. Stretching rotations (3 crops) 

• Yield Plateau 

 

• Nematodes, Brome and other weeds 

 

• Reducing pressure on pesticides 

6. Catch and Cover Crops - Soil Resilience 
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7. Business Risk Management 

• ‘Guaranteed’ income 5/10 year period 

 

8. Community 
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9. Rural Development Programmes 2014-2022 

• Restoring and enhancing ecosystems 

• KT and innovation in agriculture 

• Farm competitiveness and risk management 

• Food chain organisation 

• Resource efficiency 

• Social inclusion, poverty reduction and rural economic development 

(WFD +Habitats) 

The final detail can help create win… wins 

• EFA to help with  weed control/nematodes 

 

• Don’t let nitrogen fixing crops rules in EFA become so onerous that growers 

ignore the option 

 

• Small contract farmed units could become less green under 3 crop rule. 

 

• Land swap to introduce grass on to arable farms 
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Summary 

• Number of options help profitability of arable businesses 

 

• Rural Development Grants will reward innovation and creativity. 

Don’t forget your local community 

 

• The final detail will determine how constructive and positive 

experience this is for farmers and the environment 

Further information 

 

 

gwct.org.uk/allerton 

@Farmerphil1 


