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HERRON FARMS  

• Farm in Comber, Co. Down  

• Father/Son Partnership  

• Employ – 3 full-time staff 

• Grow a variety of crops  

                 



                 

“To farm effectively and 
profitability, taking pride in our 
produce and production 
techniques whilst maintaining 
the long term health of the 
farm and the surrounding 
environment” 
 



SUBSIDIES 

• College 

• Public perception 

• Unfair 

• Inflation 

• Eye on the ball 

                 



 
WHY, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN? 

 

 

• Pillar 1:- 

 

 

 

• Pillar 2:- 

 

 

 

• Pillar 3:- 

 

 

 Basic Payment Scheme 

 Greening 

 Young Farmers Scheme 

 

 Environmental Farming Scheme 

 Farm Business Improvement 
Scheme 

 

 Rural Regeneration Scheme 

                 

• more efficient competitive & sustainable 



BASIC PAYMENT SCHEME 

• Active Farmer 

• Produce 

• Cross Comply 

• 70% 

                 



GREENING  

• Crop diversification  

• Provision for EFA 

• 30% 

                 



CROP DIVERSIFICATION  

• DARD 
Classifications  

 

 

 

• Arable Land  

 Permanent Grassland 

Arable 

 Permanent Crops 

 

 10ha  – no requirements 

 10-30ha  – 2 crop rule  

 30ha+  – 3 crop rule  

                 



                 



                 



ECOLOGICAL FOCUS AREAS 

• Fallow 

• Hedges 

• Ditches 

• Stone Walls 

• Earth Banks 

• Nitrogen Fixing Crops   

 1m² 

 5m    –  10m² 

 3m    –  6m² 

 1m    –  1m² 

 1m    –  1m² 

 0.7m –  0.7m² 

 

 

 

                 



HERRON FARMS - 2015 

• BPS 

 

 

• Greening  

 

 

 

 

• Young Farmers Scheme 

 

 Active                                      √ 

 Cross Comply                         √ 

 

 3 Crop Rule                             √ 

 EFA                                           ? 

 0.5ha+                                     ? 

 Provided they are eligible    ? 

 

 Qualify                                     √ 

 Over Subscription                  ? 

 

                 



HOPE OR HELP ??  

• MORE food for thought 

• MORE forward planning 

• MORE efficient  

• MORE competitive  

• MORE sustainable  

 

                 



THANK YOU  

 

Andrew Herron 

 

  

• @MRSPROUT44 

• aherron44@hotmail.com 

 

       
      

 

    


